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ADDRESS, 


Mr.  Prcsidcnf,  Ladus  a}id  Gni/hrnor  : 

Sonic  years  ago  when  a  inau  {irsl  lieaid  of  the  uoinina- 
lion  of  0!!c  of  ]iis  iicii^hbors  for  president,  lie  reniarlieJ: 
"  Wliv,  h-e  wiJl  do  well  enough  for  our  cou.iity,  but  woirt 
he  be  rather  thin  for  the  whole  United  States?"  Wlien  il 
was  intimated  to  lue  that  some  response  woidd  be  e.dled 
for  from  me  upon  tbe  preseritatiou  and  aceeptance  of  M-r. 
Wood's  painting,  I  prepared  some  rennarks,  exjjectivig 
.to  address  them  to  the  jiresident  arid  sueh  otiiei"  iv.err.bers 
as  might  a.sscinble  in  the  room  of  the  \'ermor,t  liisioiicar 
Society;  but  now  I  find  mvseli  in  front  of  the  ].)ickcd  men, 
the  assem.bled  wisdom,  of  the  State,  and  r.uicli  fear  that 
you  will  hud  my  remarks  rather  thin. 

]\nglishmen  and  other  foreign  visitors  sa}'  that  America 
ha^  no  antiquities.  Of  eour:>e  tliey  never  saw  me,  ruv.l  I  ■ 
shall  assun:e  tliat  C'ur  ]Iistoricai  Society  is  r.ot  nov.-  at- 
tempting^ to  refute  this  charge  as  a  cahu:ii)>-,  v/licu  all  we 
ever  claim  in  briiali  of  the  New  W'oi-Id  is  its  youth,  and 
that  onh.-  in  its  fcciis.  • 

I  fear  you  h:i\-e  ])laced  me  in  a  \-ery  eml>arrassiiig  ])os-,tion. 
j\vf:r>  body  UIH]^:l^.1ands  that  whoever  employs  hinrself  a-; 
liis  own  lawyer  is  acctniiited  to  have  a   fool    fur   his  ciicuL 


GV,ic.'^''y 


and  the  case  before  you  is  theprcseiitnicnt  of  iinself.  You 
will  be  glad  to  learn  tliat  I  sliall  treat  this  i;arru]ous  old 
fellow,  though  very  niueh  his  friend,  with  tlie  utmost 
brevity. 

To  be  invited  to  sit  for  a  ])ortrait  by  a  Vermont  artist,  of 
such  well-earned  renown  as  that  of  ^fr.  AX'ood,  tlie  Presi- 
dtMit  of  the  >,'atiorual  Academy  of  Design,  is  a  rare  honor, 
nr,d  to  have  tlie  po:  trait  presented  to  and  prc:fer\-ed  by  tlie 
\'ernjout  riisti-.TJcal  Sociel)',  tlie  names  of  wliose  members, 
]iast  and  present,  embelli.->h  tlie  ln>tory  of  our  vState,  adds  a 
grace  to  the  comphnient  of  wh.ich  1  could  wish  I  \^-ere  more 
v^-orth}-. 

The  artist  a;id  the  vSociety,  however,  have  assumed  the 
whole  respoirsilnHty  of  tlie  affair.  Doul-tless  the  artist 
might  have  made  a  better  jjicturc,  if  he  had  been  more 
fastidious  as  to  the  original,  and  had  eliosen  a  iK-tter  sub- 
ject, yet,  being  an  honest  likeness,  .you  will  not  certainly 
liold  nie  responsible  for  u\y  lool;s,  but  only  for  my  aetious; 

I  may  l)e  indebted  for  this  mark  of  attention  to  somesu])- 
posed  public  sei'vices,  as  judged  by  a  partial  friend,  or  to 
thic  audacity  of  tlie  \'erir,ont  Legislativre  of  1S90  in  longer 
retai)iing  an  ociogeiia!  ian  in  tJic  public  ser\-ice.  However 
it  may  r.e,  1  do  noi  feel  called  upon  to  exphiin  the  pu/zle. 

Unincumbered,  foriy  years  ago,  b>'  au)'  ])y\r>r  recoixl  of 
ofTicc-holding,  except  th:it  cjf  t\'th.ing"-mari,  withi  \\-hich  my 
excellent  townsmeri  \';ere  ])rone  to  honor  their  fellow  citi- 
zens wheii  married  a  little  late  in  life,  it  was  necessary,  at 
the  start  of  my  ofiicia!  life  to  "screw  m}-  courage:  to 
the  sticking  ])ln.'e''  even  to  meditate  e;oiiig  at  a,  bound  into 
tlie  Hall:,  of  Congve;-;s.  Ihit  one  of  m\- ]jrf.-deee-Sijj-s,  Judge 
Tlebard,  encoura.eed  me  ii\-  Siising  tha.t,  "  not  all    of  thetse 


who  didn't  invent  gunpowder  were  to  be  found  outside  of 
Congress."  Having  been  elected,  I  determined,  so  far  as 
within  my  power,  to  be  useful,  and,  at  least,  that  no  charge 
of  indolence  should  ever  stick  to  m}-  name.  Attempting 
no  rivalry-  in  the  field  of  a  recent  colleague,  the  vSolon  of 
the  vSenate  in  legal  learning,  faithful  labor  was  the  limit  of 
ni}'  ambition. 

It  .should  be  added,  that  little  is  ever  done  in  Congress 
witliout  earnest  wrestling,  and  notUing  witliout  mllcxible 
work.  Good  measures  are  often  embarrassed  by  the 
amendments  of  friends,  as  well  as  b}-  l.)riers  thrown  in  their 
track  by  opponents. 

If  I  refer  to  one  or  \.\\o  incidents  of  the  j^iast,  it  will  not 
be  imputed  to  vanity,  when  one  point  appears  to  have  been 
a  mistake  of  mine,  and  the  other  a  question,  perhajis  not 
yet  determined,  whether  my  constituents  made  a  juistake 
or  not. 

After  some  years  of  service,  weary  and  worii  with  unend- 
ing day  and  night  labor  on  the  Coriimittee  of  Ways  and 
ISIeans,  I  withdrew  my  name  as  a  candidate  for  re-electiori. 
With  tliis  purpose,  arid  no  other,  I  went  to  the  district 
Convention,  where  a  comurittee,  headed  b}^  Charles  li. 
Field,  with  Hugh  lleiu-}-  and  Tom  Powers,  corralled  me, 
and  the  chairman  addressed  me  after  this  fashion  :  "  I^y  all 
the  Gods  of  the  hills  and  valleys,  when  we  took  you,  it  was 
of  some  iniportance  tojY7«  /  now  it  is  of  sjn.ie  impoi-tauce 
to  ?is\  "  They  demanded,  not  that  I  should  accept  of  a 
nomination,  but,  if  elected,  that  I  shotdd  not  decline  to 
serve.  The  Convention,  curtly  concluded  tliat  declinations 
in  time  of  \\-ar   were   not  in  oixler.      To    n)\-    retjret    at    the 


time,  as  well  as  that  of  two  or  three  other  gentlemen,  quite 
willing  to  relieve  me  from  any  task,  my  service  was  further 
protracted. 

To  have  left  the  service  then  would  have  taken  from  me 
the  great  privilege  and  advantage  of  long  personal  acquain- 
tance with  many  of  the  statesmen,  and  militar\'  and  naval 
men,  by  whom  the  greatest  heroic  contest  in  human  history 
was  successfully  ended.  For  me,  would  it  not  have  been 
a  mistake  not  to  have  been  there  ?  And  a  grcate:  mistake, 
if  in  Congress,  to  have  been  only  an  idle  looker-on  ?  Even 
m}-  opponents  never  accused  me  of  idleness. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  late  war,  my  picture  was  put 
forth  by  a  rebel  Virginia  newspaper,  with  an  advertisement 
offering  a  like  reward  for  me,  dead  or  alive,  twenty-five 
dollars,  that  was  usually  offered  for  the  recovery  of  run- 
away slaves,  and  they  described  me  as  a  person  who 
would  be  sooner  suspected  to  have  been  the  author  of 
Yankee  Doodle  than  of  the  infernal  tariff  of  iS6i.  The 
picture  was  of  course  pleasing  to  the  Old  Masters  of  the 
South,  being  after  the  Satanic  manner  of  Hogartli's  Jack 
Wilkes,  but  I  have  not  learned  that  it  has  been  made  ini- 
mortal  by  preservation  in  an}"  of  their  Historical  Societies. 
It  will  be  for  posterity  to  say,  if  posterity  should  ever 
trouble  itself  to  sa;y-  anything  about  it,  whether  or  not  the 
Vermonters  made  a  mistake  in  not  surrendering  me  for 
the  twenty-five  dollar  Virginia  reward. 

To  few,  if  to  any,  has  so  much  of  opportunity  been 
granted  for  public  sen-ice,  to  none  more  of  unclouded  con- 
fidence at  home.  Wide  fields  were  opened,  and  diligent 
laborers  were  welcomed.  Let  rac  cheerfully  concede  that 
if  any  success  has  ever  followed  labor  of  mine,  it  should  be 


r-J< 


attributed  for  twelve  years  to  the  higli  and  stable  charac- 
ter of  my  constituents,  and  to  "  the  star  that  never  sets  " 
ever  since.  Backed  by  the  support,  trust  and  confidence 
of  such  a  people,  I  could  onl}-  give  in  return  my  whole 
heart,  my  life,  and  vrhatever  ability  belonged  to  me.  So 
much  has  been  honestly  intended  and  attempted. 

Some  dear  friend  may  complain  that  you  are  making 
too  much  noise  about  an  inferior  subject,  but  to  me,  as  old 
Sam.  Johnson  once  said  about  music,  "  it  seems  the  least 
disagreeable  of  all  noises."  Surely  there  should  be  no 
complaint  when  it  is  Mr.  Wood's  picture,  not  m\-self,  that 
suddenly  becomes  historic. 

As  the  years  go  by  I  am  made  sad  b}^  the  departure  of 
friend  after  friend  of  my  early  manhood  to  that  bourne  to 
which  we  are  all  lii:tening,  and  such  departures  from  our 
Capital  here  have  been  conspicuous.  Among  them,  the 
Reeds,  Upham,  Dewey,  Fifield,  Willard,  Walton  and 
Jewett,  were  cherished  friends,  and  excluding  politics,  let 
me  aid,  Atkins,  all  of  whom  were  men  of  mark,  worthy  of 
any  man's  personal  esteem.  Yet  I  am  not  wholly  without 
some  comfort  in  finding  that  the  friendly  sentiments  of  tiie 
Fathers  have  not  been  lacking  in  the  later  generation.  I 
niustnot  deny  that  Vermont  has  made  my  political  life  an 
exceptionally  happy  one,  and  I  shall  only  trust  tliat  the 
honorable  position  so  long  occupied  by  me,  when  surrender- 
ed, as  it  soon  must  be,  will  be  found,  by  my  beloved  State, 
with  its  dignity,  prestige  and  honor  unimpaired  and  un- 
diminished. 

Let  me  close  l)y  tendering  my  profound  gratitude  to  my 
friend,  Mr.  Wood,  and  to  the  Vermont  Historical  Society 
for  their  distinguished  favor. 
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